Contemporary use of the disease concept: III. A pedantic failure to change behavior regarding the problem of anemia.
The frequency with which house staff noticed their patients to be anemic, the frequency with which they tried to find out why the patients were anemic, and the diagnostic accuracy of such endeavors were measured. Next, an intervention was conducted in which the teams were lectured on the subject of anemia, given reading materials on the subject, and given social encouragement to solve the problem. At follow-up no improvement was found in any of the outcome variables.